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ANTHONY JOHN VALENTINO — BAIL 

887. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Minister for Police: 

(1) Can the minister explain to the people of Western Australia why prosecutors did not oppose bail for 
dangerous and violent offender Anthony John Valentino? 

(2) Why is this dangerous criminal now back out on our streets? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 

(1)–(2) It would appear that yesterday police did not communicate to the officers who were prosecuting that 
they wanted bail to be refused. A decision was taken by the court to grant bail, albeit with some 
conditions. I have read the comments made by the member for Hillarys when he was talking with 
Tim McMillan on radio today. The member made comments such as, “Who in their right mind could 
think someone like this should be out on bail in the community and to say sorry after the event because 
this was totally preventable?” et cetera, et cetera. When the member was asked to give some insight 
into the process, he said, “I was a lawyer; I was never a prosecutor.” What the member did not say was 
that he once sat in a semi-judicial position on the migration review panel and he made a decision to 
overturn an immigration department decision to deport a man who went on to murder two people—two 
parents who had three small children, who no longer have parents, and a sister who is still grieving and 
seeking an apology. I draw the comparison that based on the facts presented to the magistrate and the 
case put to him yesterday, he made a decision. The member for Hillarys was once in a very similar 
position and he made a decision. Some of those questions that the member asked about yesterday he 
might ask himself about the role that he once had when he was in a semi-judicial position. 
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